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By Kate Auckland

    It?s not all wagging tails and treats 
in dog shows; there are many 
hardships. To start, the day begins 
between 3:30 and 5:00 AM, 
depending on what time a contestant 
goes into the ring. Ironically, the ring 
is a large square with white fencing 
and a small opening on one side. 
   The grooming tables are normally 
set up the night before. Dogs are put 
up on the tables and the owners get 
them ready. For example, Cairn 
Terriers, like most terriers, have to 
get ?fluffed and puffed.? This involves 
a fluff to the heads and a puff to the 
legs. Also, handlers of certain breeds 

look over their dogs to see if they 
need to pull or brush any dead hair 
out. It does not hurt.
    The next step to primping a 
champion is grooming their legs. The 
owner will grab a squirt of 
cholesterol (a type of primping 
product), put a litt le bit on their 
hands with some water, then 
massage the mixture into the pup's 
fur. Then, doggo gets a litt le bit of 
powder and a spritz of hairspray. 
After that dries, the dog can go in 
their crate and wait for their class?s 
show time.
    It is important to use good 
manners when in the ring. This 
includes smiling and treating the 

judge like royalty. 
    At this point a handler loosely puts 
on the dog's lead (a special leash)  so 
it can bait stack (stand). 
   Next, the teams go to ringside, for 
the "Select Dog" ribbons. Select Dog 
is an award for the best quality male 
in the ring. There's an award for best 
female dog too. Following Select Dog 
is "Group," where all of the 
contestants that won their class go 
into one big ring together and 
compete. The day wraps up around 
4:45. After 12 hours, it is finally time 
to go back to the hotel. Now it is 
important to get a good night 's rest, 
because when the teams wake up, 
they have to do it all over again. 

Dog Days

By Ulises Cerda-Velazquez, Mirabella Velo and Matilda Twigg

     In the Volume 3 Issue 2, article Are the New Computers 
Good or Bad for Lopez Island Secondary? written by Ulises 
Velazquez-Cerda, there was some misinformation about 
the Lenovo 11E specifications. The computers do not 

have a Google Chrome 
OS, but come with a 
custom build of 
Windows 10. Other 
specs on the machine 
include a 128 GB hard 
drive, 4GBs of DDR4 
memory and an N4100 
Intel Celeron processor. 

Also, students can do homework offline if they download 
it when they are online. Furthermore, the school offers 
free internet for qualifying households. 
     In response to Middle Schoolers? Computer Opinions, by 
Mirabella Velo and Matilda Twigg, Jesse Hammond noted 
that if any student is having a problem with their device- 
or any technology in the school- he is more than willing to 
fix it or send it to the company so they can fix it. In the 
meantime while the computer is getting worked on, the 
student will automatically be handed a computer to use 
for classwork.
   If you have any questions of concerns, contact Jesse by 
email jhammond@lopezislandschool.org, school ext 
x2109, cell (360) 540-5072, or just stop by his office.

Retraction:

By Mateus Cary

     Snow days occur rarely on Lopez Island, but when it does happen, it 's 
frequently after a rainstorm when the snow won't stick, instead becoming slush. 
When the snow does stick, Lopez generally only gets about three to five inches.  
Even this will cancel school for the day. Some activities people will do is go 
sledding, have snowball fights, and stay inside (because they can). 
    According to Principal Dave Sather, this year Lopez School got a total of three 
snow days which students and staff will make up by extending our Tuesdays. 
According to an article on Lopez by BestPlaces.net, the island used to average 
around 26 inches of snow each year, but this is rapidly decreasing.
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By Tristan Dyer and Jacob Sanford

    The Microsoft HoloLens are AR (augmented reality) goggles that 
incorporate the digital world into everyday life. According to their website, 
the Microsoft HoloLens run between $3,000 and $3,500. Similar products 
cost $500-$1,000. The reason for this high price is that they are 
un-tethered, meaning cord-free. HoloLens can be used for work or 
recreational purposes. The HoloLens were released to the public in 2016.
    AR is not to be confused with VR (virtual reality). VR goggles produce 
fake images, usually cartoon, over the real world, immersing the wearer in 
a fake world. Unlike VR goggles, AR adds a hologram into the real world. 
The goggles scan the ?gamer space," allowing holograms to appear in an 
office, bedroom, or any other room in the gamer?s house.  As "the first 
fully 
self-contained 
holographic 
computer," 
Holelens hooks 
up over wifi, and 
can be used for 
office work and 
games.

The Microsof t  Of f ice 
Hologram Sy st em

By Silas Nichols

   The circle game is played throughout Lopez Island School, and is 
currently all over the internet. According to some, it looks like a gang 
sign and has even been misunderstood by our own principal. Cheryl 
Harlan vented, "The symbol has been unfortunately adopted by the 
white supremacists, so you might want to think twice before using it." 
Many Lopezians admit they are attracted the game simply,  ?because I 
like to punch people.? Others feel it relieves stress. Miss Studzienko  
recalls the first time she unwittingly played the circle game. ?It all 
started about ten years ago when I was living in California, I think a had 
been setting up for the farmers market and had just gotten into my 
car, when what appeared to be a homeless man walked up to me and 
started playing it.? She laughed, ? At first I thought I was being  
accosted.? She later learned it was just a harmless game. 

    Some readers may be wondering, How do you play the circle 
game? It?s simple. It starts with someone making a circle with 

their forefinger and thumb below their waist. If someone else 
looks at the circle, the person making the circle gets to punch 
them.  The catch is, if the second person puts their finger 
through the circle, they get to punch the person making the 
circle.  Although there are many different variations of the 

circle game, this version is the most popular, here on Lopez.

The Legendar y Cir cle Game

In  m em or y of  

  
Jan  O ' Br yan t

By Michelle Gil 

     Tap dancing is a healthy way to 
get away from playing video 
games, hang out with your 
friends and get some exercise.
    Many people love dancing, 
including middle-schoolers 
Scarlett Robles, Abril Velazco, 
and Vanesa Raya. Scarlett 
shared, "It gives me something to 
do, and it 's fun to make noise with 
your feet.??
     Andrea O?Bryant is the local tap 
teacher. Her mother, Jan, started tap 
here on Lopez in 1973. "I started to 
dance when I was two years old," Andrea 
recalled. "I liked the shuffle and ...90% of 
the choreography is my imagination."
     The tap shows take place in the 
Community Center on June 15-16 at 7:00 
p.m and on June 17 at 2:00 p.m. The tap 
practices run Monday through Thursday 
at The Grange. Anyone over the age of 
three can join tap.
     Sometimes a dancer gets scared when 
they?re on stage. It can be hard; they 
have to remember all the steps. If a 
dancer messes up, the audience won't 
know, so they just have to have 
confidence in themself. 

Tap on Lopez

Hair art by Kate Auckland 



In 2001, Bungie made Halo Combat Evolved (CE); it was a masterpiece. Intended for the 
Xbox, it had four game difficulties: easy, normal, heroic, and legendary.
    Then they came out with Halo 2, in 2004. It was a good multiplayer with the greatest 
campaign. Unfortunately, the legendary mode was an insanely hard to beat.
    After three years, in 2007, Halo 3 came out for the Xbox 360. It had a great campaign, 
and was likely the best multiplayer in the entire series because it had lots of weapons 
and vehicles.

     When Bungie made Halo Reach, they added 
sprinting, armor lock, jet packs, bubble shield, 
active camo and evade.
     In a tragic twist of events, Bungie gave Halo 
to another company, 343. In 2012 they debuted Halo 4, otherwise known as 
the worst Halo game ever. One flop in game design was the addition of ?run? 
as a separate movement, which by the way looked more like ice skating. 
Furthermore, the AI (artificial intelligence) was horrible because if the player 
hides for five seconds the system would forget that they were there.
     Halo 5 has the best AI, and is an awesome multiplayer but the campaign 
was horrible. This November, 343 is making Halo 6, Infinite, so be excited 
Halo fans. 

Br andon?s  Game Review: Hal o  Ser ies

By Henry Robles

     Apex Legends was made by EA Games and already acquired 50 million players in the 
first month it came out (Wikipedia). It?s a free battle royale and a first-person shooter. 
While it is like PUBG, Fortnite and Overwatch, it does have some unique twists. For 
instance, Apex Legends has respawn beacons. This means that when a teammate dies, 
they can be brought back to life (respawned), by bringing their forlorn equipment (banner) 
to a beacon. In this game, players can show their teammates guns, shields and other 
equipment (by marking). It can be played on Xbox One, PS4, and PC. There are eight 
different characters to choose from, like Bloodhound, a technological tracker. There is also 
Caustic, a toxic trapper. Even Stephenson likes Pathfinder because ?It has a grappler, 
which shoots ziplines." This game has 60 players in a match, on squads of three. They fight 
until one squad is left standing. The graphics are realistic visions of futuristic, fantasy 
worlds.

Apex Legends

 By Juan Anthony Velasquez

     Fortnite Battle Royale took the world by 
storm, gaining more than 20 million people 
by November 6, 2017. By August 9, of last 
year, that number snowballed to 125 million 
players (www.gamesradar.com). Fortniters 
might not even know that there is second 
mode that 's about zombies.
     The original game, Fortnite Save the 
World, was first announced in 2011. 
Fortnite?s Alpha would later release in 2014. 
By July 25, 2017, Fortnite Save the World 
could be accessed by everyone, be it 
Windows, Mac, XBox, or Playstation. With 
their newest game losing popularity and 
battle royale games on the rise, Epic Games 
released their own battle royale mode on 

September 26, 2017 
(fortnite.gamepedia.com).
     Battle royale is a mode where 100 
players hop into an arena to fight in hopes 
of being the last team standing. This genre 
of games has been around since Minecraft 
Hunger Games, but was popularized by 
H1Z1 and PUBG. Fortnite seized the 
opportunity when they released their 
battle royale mode, throwing in a new twist 
to the genre: building. Building is one of 
the main reasons that FBR (Fornite Battle 
Royale) stands out from their competition. 
By now they have racked up over eight 
seasons, and thousands of US dollars 
worth of cosmetics.

For t n i t e: Bef or e Th e Bat t l e

Dressing up with friends  at the GSA Tea Party (:

By Liam McDonald 

Aquar ius Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

You will have to make a hard 

choice: macaroni and cheese or 

pizza. Good luck.

Pisces Feb.19 - Mar . 20

Your parents will win the 

lottery! But don't get too 

excited, because they will lose 

the ticket before they can claim 

the six billion dollars.

Ar ies Mar . 21 - Apr .19

Someone will insult your best 

friend, and you will push them 

into the toilet.

Taurus Apr . 20 - May 20

You will lose your favorite 

hoodie, and you will find out 

that your sibling stole it.

Gem ini May 21 - June 20

You win a free trip for two to 

Coachella!

Cancer  June 21 - July 22

This month your nickname will 

become Sparky Sparkle Pants.

Leo July 23 - Aug. 22

This month you won't be on 

time for any classes and you 

will have a lot of detentions. 

Oof.

Virgo Aug. 23 - Sept . 22

You will get the backpack 

you've always wanted for 

scoring good grades! Congrats!

Libra Sept . 23 - Oct . 22

You are going to fail your math 

quiz, and your mom will ground 

you.

Scorpio Oct . 23 - Nov. 21

 You will have a pop quiz in all 

eight of your classes this week, 

even PE.

Sagit t ar ius Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

You will have a very 

embarrassing and very public 

meltdown.

Capr icorn Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

Aliens have lobotomized the 

part of your brain that feels 

fear. Go get em, tiger.

Horoscop es



By Vanesa Raya Sandoval

     Though the Lopez Middle School boys basketball 
team played well and had a good time, tragically 
the B team won none of their games this season.
     Even Stephenson recalls, ?I felt that the B team 
tried hard to score, but we lost anyway.? The A 
team on the other hand, won some games. The 
coach, Shane Patrick, stated that he would love to 
coach again. 
     Liam McDonald shared, ?I liked when my family 
came to watch me, but I didn?t want to mess up 
because my sister and brother would make fun of 
me.?
     The team includes Liam McDonald, Henry 

Robles, Even Stephenson, Tristan 
Buckallew, Isaiah Washington, Jacob 
Sanford, Rafael Velazquez, Isaac 
Kinney, Phoenix Lehman, Noah 
Rovente and Christopher Norvelle. 

MS Boys Basketbal l
Henry Robles 

Go blow it in the ocean!
You?ve never eaten your own 
hair?
So I was thinking about the saw.
You just punched me in the 
five-hour energy.
Kyle bit the heads off nerf darts.
Do you have some citric acid in 
your cupboard?
You're a smelly marker.
Come here so I can cough on 
your face.
Then I got bit by a raccoon.

HEARSAY

By Samantha Ponce and Hailey King

     On February 15th, roughly 42 middle schoolers filled the 
commons for the second middle school dance of the year. 
Reviews were mixed.
    Lolo Meissner and Jamie Armstrong agreed that their favorite 
part was dancing to good songs. They added that they would 
have liked more freedom for the ASB to organize the dance 
instead of teachers. Abril Velazco, Vanessa Raya, and Maeve 
Crawford all agreed  they wanted to have more variety of food 
there and to change the location to the gym for better acoustics 
and more space. Several students suggested less rock, with more 
R&B and slow songs.
    Lolo Meissner and Jamie 

Armstrong recalled the great 
memories they made while 
getting ready for the dance 
with friends. Abril Velazco 
shared that a great memory 
for her was leaving. Vanessa 
Raya fondly recalls dancing 
with Maeve Crawford.
     Some dancers shared that 
they expected more soda and 
chips, citing that the snacks 
ran out within the  hour.  One 
student reported that the 
attendees formed "Clumpy 
Clicks" aka small groups. 

M i dd l e School  
Dan ce

By Even Stephenson    
     Many people have jobs before they leave 
school. Because of this, might it be a good 
idea to teach taxes in school, before kids go 
out and get jobs.Principal, Dave Sather,  
reports that Lopez has taught how to do 
taxes. ?Last year we had a class called 
Financial Literacy.? 
     Sixth grader, Jacob Sanford, shared he did 
want to learn about taxes. He went on to 
explain, ?Well you see if you don't learn about 
taxes in school, we will have to start learning 
them later in life.? 

In tr o to the W or ld of

Taxes

Bir t hday s 
 By Samantha Ponce

Apr il 
Angel David Valdez

Ananda Velo
Brandon Kinney 

Ellery Jones
Aiden Willis 

Jacob Sanford
Samantha Ponce

Hailey King 

May
Michelle Gil 
Grace Zoerb 

José Raya
Leah Armstrong
Joshua Kramer

Zachary Sanford 
Levi McClerren

Phoebe McGown
Lorelei Meissner
Melissa Valencia

Lily Hilger
Tristan Buckallew-Wilbur

Dear Abbey
Matilda Twigg and Mirabella Velo 

Dear  Abbey, 
How old are you? 
Well, in giraffe years I am thirty three. 

Dear  Abbey, 
Why are dogs so adorable? 
Because it is in their DNA to be absolutely 
irresistible. Or, if that is too complicated, they are 
simply magically cute.

Dear  Abbey, 
What  are f ingernails for? 
So toenails won?t be lonely.

Dear  Abbey, 
Is t here anyt hing t hat  is not  adorable when it  
is m iniat ure? 
Absolutely not! Everything miniature is adorable!!!
...Well, with the exception of naked mole rats of 
course.

Siri sinking threes like it's going out of style.


